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Professional Experience:

2004-present



Associate Professor of English, University at Buffalo

1998-2004
 


Assistant Professor of English, University at Buffalo

1997-1998



Visiting Assistant Professor of English, University at Buffalo

1994-1997



Lecturer in English, University at Buffalo

Education:

1989-1995
 


Stanford University, Stanford, California

Ph.D. in Modern Thought and Literature

1987-1988


University of Sussex, Brighton, England

M.A. in Critical Theory

1983-1986 


Pembroke College, Oxford University, England

B.A. in English Literature

Publications:

Book


Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in American Culture (University of Chicago Press 2005).

(Paperback edition 2006)

Reviewed in British Journal of Criminology (46.3, 2006), Choice (43.7, Mar.. 2006), Chronicle of Higher Education (52.9, Oct. 21, 2005), Journal of American Studies (41.1, 2007), Journal of Popular Culture (39.5, October 2006), Library Journal (July 2005), Media, Culture & Society (29.2, Mar. 2007), Michigan Law Review (v. 104, 2005).

Journal Articles


“The Kindest Cut of All: Adapting Thomas Harris’s Hannibal.” Literature/Film Quarterly 35.1 (2007): 389-395. 

“Serial Killing in America After 9/11.” Journal of American Culture 28.1 (2005): 61-69.

“Murderabilia: Consuming Fame.” M/C Journal 7.5 (2004). 

http://journal.media-culture.org.au/0411/10-schmid.php.

"A Different Shade of Noir: Masculinity in the Novels of David Goodis." Para•Doxa 16 (2001): 153-176.

"Imagining Safe Urban Space: The Contribution of Detective Fiction to Radical Geography." Antipode 27.3 (1995): 242-69.

Book Chapters

“Idol of Destruction: Celebrity and Serial Murder.” Framing Celebrity. Ed. Su Holmes and Sean Redmond. London: Routledge, 2006. 295-310

"The Locus of Disruption: Serial Murder and Generic Convention in Detective Fiction." The Art of Detective Fiction. Ed. Warren Chernaik. London: Macmillan 2000. 75-89.

"Chester Himes and the Institutionalization of Multicultural Detective Fiction." Multicultural Detective Fiction: Murder from the "Other" Side. Ed. Adrienne Gosselin. New York: Garland, 1998. 283-302.

"Is the Pen Mightier Than The Sword?: The Contradictory Function of Writing in Dracula." Dracula--The Shade and the Shadow: A Critical Anthology. Ed. Elizabeth Miller. London: Desert Island Books, 1998. 119-130.

Review/Reference Articles

“Mike Hammer.” Student’s Companion to American Literary Characters. Ed. Matthew Bruccoli et al. NY: Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc., 2007  (forthcoming).

“Philo Vance.” Student’s Companion to American Literary Characters. Ed. Matthew Bruccoli et al. NY: Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc., 2007  (forthcoming).

“Serial Killer Fiction.” Crimeculture.com (2007).

http://www.crimeculture.com/Contents/Serial_Killers_Fiction.html
Greg Forter. Murdering Masculinities Fantasies of Gender and Violence in the American Crime Novel. NY: NYU Press, 2000. Reviewed for Para•Doxa 16 (2001): 247-254.

"Cornell Woolrich." Dictionary of Literary Biography: American Hard-Boiled Crime Writers. Ed. Julie and George Anderson. New York: Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc., 2000. 349-363.

"David Goodis." Dictionary of Literary Biography: American Hard-Boiled Crime Writers. Ed. Julie and George Anderson. New York: Bruccoli Clark Layman, Inc., 2000. 157-165.

"Arthur Cheney Train." American National Biography. Vol. 21. New York: Oxford UP, 1999. 799-800.

"Cornell Woolrich." American National Biography. Vol. 23. New York: Oxford UP, 1998.857-858.

Work-in-Progress

Book. The Scarlet Thread: A Histoty of Homicide in American Popular Culture.

Book. Mean Streets and More: Space in Crime Fiction.
Honors and Awards:

2007




SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching (awarded by the State University of New York).

2007




Milton Plesur Award for Excellence in Teaching (awarded by Student Association at SUNY Buffalo)

1999




Research Grant of $33,000 from United University Professions. 



Role: Principal Investigator. Project Title: "Popular (Pulp) Fiction: 
A Database and Website Supporting Multidisciplinary Cultural Studies."

1994-1995



Research Fellowship, SUNY/Buffalo.

1993-1994


Teaching Fellowship in Writing and Critical Thinking, Stanford University

1992-1993



Whiting Dissertation Fellowship, Stanford University

1992




Irvine Foundation Grant in Multicultural Education to design an interdisciplinary course on race and racism entitled "Dynamics of Racial and Cultural Conflict in the United States."

1989-1992



Doctoral Fellowship, Stanford University
Invited Lectures:


“Noir and Its Heretics.” NoirCon, Philadelphia, April 2008 (forthcoming).

“Dickens and Crime: A Life-Long Obsession.” The Dickens Fellowship, Buffalo, September 2007 (forthcoming).

“Why is Murder So Entertaining?” UB Summer Lecture Series, Buffalo, June 2007 (forthcoming).

“Celebrity Criminals.” Western New York Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, Buffalo, April 2007.

“William T. Vollmann and the Antinomies of American History.” Graduate Americanist Group, University at Buffalo, March 2007.

“Homicide and American Popular Culture.” Cutting Edge Lecture Series, University at Buffalo, February 2007.

“From the Gutter to the Stars…and Back Again: What did Philadelphia Mean to David Goodis?” Goodiscon, Philadelphia, January 2007.
"'The Distilled Version of Our Own Essence': Serial Killing and Terrorism in post-9/11 America." Philosophy and the Interpretation of Popular Culture, University at Buffalo, April 2004.

“Americanizing Jack the Ripper: Violence and National Identity.” Exeter University, England, March 2004.

"Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers and the Hollywood Star System." University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, February 2000.

"Mad, Bad, And Dangerous to Know: Researching the Place of Serial Murder in American Culture." SUNY Fredonia, October 1998.
Conference Papers:

“Easy Come, Easy Go: Urban Mobility and Conflict in the Novels of Walter Mosley.” American Literature Association, Boston, May 2007 (forthcoming).

“Romanticizing the City in Detective Fiction.” Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association. Buffalo, November 2004.

"Serial Killing After 9/11." Anomalia: The Figure of the Serial Killer and the Modern Imaginary. Concordia University, Montreal, Canada, October 2003.

"Cheerleading for the FBI: Respect for Law and Order in The X-Files, Millennium, and Profiler." The Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities. New York University, March 2003.

"The Unkindest Cut Of All: Adapting Hannibal." NEMLA, Toronto, April 2002.

"Theorizing Violence In Theory." Invited Panel Response for "(Re)Presentations of Violence and Aggression I: Theorizing Ethics and Violence." Sponsored by Society for Critical Exchange, NEMLA, Toronto, April 2002.

"The National Character of Murder: Americanizing Jack the Ripper." Popular Culture Association, Toronto, March 2002.

"Managing Deviance: The Career of the FBI." Popular Culture Association, Philadelphia, April 2001.

"Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers and the Star System." Violence, Cinema, and American Culture. University of Missouri, St. Louis, April 2001.

“Fatal Celebrity: The Fame of Serial Killers.” 3rd International Crossroads in Cultural Studies Conference, Birmingham, England, June 2000.

"Noir Degree Zero: Free Will and Fatalism in the Novels of David Goodis." Popular Culture Association, New Orleans, April 2000.

"Discipline and Publish: From Cast the First Stone to Yesterday Will Make You Cry." NEMLA, Buffalo, April 2000.

"From Quantico to Hollywood: The Journey of Serial Murder." The Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities. Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, D.C. March 2000.

"Dahmer's Closet: Figuring (Out) the Serial Killer." Law and Society Association, Chicago, May 1999.

"A Blend of Black and Red?: Representing the Left in Chester Himes's Lonely Crusade," Modern Language Association, San Francisco, December 1998.

"Natural Born Celebrities: The Star System and the Serial Killer Movie." Popular Culture Association, Orlando, April 1998.

"The Serial Killer as Culture Industry." Cultural Studies Symposium, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, March 1998.

"Is the Pen Mightier than the Sword?: The Contradictory Function of Writing in Dracula." Dracula 97: A Centennial Celebration, Los Angeles, August 1997.

"From Edmund Pearson to Ann Rule: Tradition and Innovation in American True-Crime Writing." Popular Culture Association, San Antonio, March 1997.

"Chester Himes and the Politics of Minority Canon Formation." Rethinking Marxism: Politics and Languages of Contemporary Marxism, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, December 1996.

"Burroughs the Beat?" Beat Literature Symposium, University of Massachusetts at Lowell, October 1996.

"Homeward Bound?: African-Americans and the Great Migration." American Studies Association, Kansas City, October 1996 .

"Silencing the Whistler: Serial Murder in P.D. James' Devices and Desires ." Centre for Advanced Study. University of London, England, June 1996.

"The Sign of the City: Negotiating Urban Space in Detective Fiction." Sherlock Holmes: Victorian Sleuth to Modern Hero, Bennington College, June 1994.

"Representing Deviance in Post-War America: The Example of Serial Murder."  American Studies Association Students' Committee Dissertation Showcase, American Studies Association, Boston, November 1993. 

"Mean Streets: Space In Detective Fiction." Twelfth Interdisciplinary Forum of The Western Humanities Conference, Stanford University, October 1993. 

"Serial Killing and Narrative Undecidability in P.D. James' Devices and Desires." Popular Culture Association, New Orleans, April 1993.

"Negotiating Difference: The Killer Couple in Hollywood Cinema." Passions, Persons, Powers Conference, University of California, Berkeley, May 1992.

"'Mad, Bad, And Dangerous to Know': The Representation of Serial Killers in the Discourse of True-Crime." Pacific Northwest Popular Culture Association, Vancouver, Canada, April, 1992. 

"Dangerous Pleasures: Reading the Extremes of Popular Culture." Popular Culture Association, Louisville, March, 1992. 

"Ireland/Island/Our Land: National Identity and Literature." Northwest Conference on British Studies, University of Oregon, October, 1991.

"In God's Pocket?: Women and the I.W.W." Interdisciplinary Symposium on Race and Class, University of Southern California, September, 1990.

Courses Taught:

Graduate:

English 501: Introduction to Scholarly Methods 

English 541: The 20th Century American Novel 

English 586: Crime Fiction

English 653: Monstrous Cultural Studies 

English 680: Multicultural Britain

English 681: Celebrity Culture 

English 684: Cultural Studies: the British Tradition

English 689: A History of Cultural Studies

Undergraduate:

English 251: Short Fiction 

English 258: An Introduction to the Mystery

English 301: Criticism

English 326: The Modern British Novel

English 328: The Contemporary British Novel

English 330: Multicultural Britain

English 338: Beat Culture

English 342: American Thought and Culture in the 1960s

English 376: Popular Culture 

UGC 211: American Pluralism: The American Dream Revisited

UGC 211: American Pluralism: The City in 20th Century American Literature 

Lectures & Presentations (selected):

March 2004



"A Conversation with Joyce Carol Oates." Co-Moderator with Prof. Christina Milletti. SUNY/Buffalo.

October 2003



"Crime Fiction, Theory and the Academy." Americanist Colloquium, SUNY/Buffalo.

February 2003



"The Unbearable Straightness of Violence: Queering Serial 
Murder." Graduate Americanist Group, SUNY/Buffalo.

May 2001



"What's Black, White, and (Un)Read?: How (Not) To Write A Dissertation." Presentation to English Department graduate students, SUNY/Buffalo.

March 2001



“David Fincher’s Se7en.” Introduced film and led discussion as part of “Violence,” a ‘University and the World Lecture Series’ organized by the College of Arts and Sciences, SUNY/Buffalo.

October 1998



"My Teaching Right or Wrong: Lessons I've Learned." Practicum on Teaching, SUNY/Buffalo.

October 1997
 


"Chester Himes and the Canon Wars." Graduate Americanist Group, SUNY Buffalo.

November 1996


"Vampires and our Cultural Bloodstream: An Introduction to Dracula." Guest Lecture in Professor Deidre Lynch's class, "Monstrous Conceptions: The Gothic Tradition in Literature and Film." SUNY/Buffalo.

October 1995



"Mean Streets: Spatializing Power in the Capitalist City." Department of English, SUNY/Buffalo.

Critical References (selected):

James Alan Fox. “Con artists crave fame: And may they always find it elusive.” Boston Herald, November 21, 2005.

Lawrence M. Friedman and Issachar Rosen-Zvi. "Illegal Fictions: Mystery Novels and the Popular Image of Crime." UCLA Law Review, 48.6 (August 2001): 1411-1430.

Terri Ginsberg. “Lesbian Violence as Fascist Crusade in Monster. Genders, Issue 43, 2006. http://www.genders.org/g43/g43_ginsberg.html
P. Howell. "Crime and the city solution: Crime fiction, urban knowledge, and radical geography." Antipode 30.4 (Oct. 1998): 357+.

Joseph Edward Kennedy. “Facing Evil.” Michigan Law Review, 104, 2006.

Julia M Klein. “The Meanings and Measures of Our Killer Instincts.” The Chronicle of Higher Education, 52.9, October 21, 2005: B12-B13.

Stephen Knight. Crime Fiction 1800-2000: Detection, Death, Diversity. Basingstoke & NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.

Frank Lafond. “The Life and Crimes of Ben; or, When a Serial Killer Meets a Film Crew in Man Bites Dog.” Post Script: Essays in Film and the Humanities, 22.2 (Win./Spr. 2003): 92-102.

R. Warren, S. Warren, S. Nunn, et al. "The future of the future in planning: Appropriating cyberpunk visions of the city." Journal of Planning Education and Research, 18.1 (Fall 1998): 49-60.
Media Appearances (selected):

Interview with Ira Dreyfuss on Pulp Fiction. AP Radio, New York City. Nov. 18, 1999.

Interview with Dennis McCarthy on Pulp Fiction. America in the Morning, Westward One. Nov. 23, 1999.

Guest on "Odyssey," nationally-syndicated talk show produced by Chicago Public Radio. Jan. 23, 2004.

Guest on “News Night with Aaron Brown,” CNN, Feb 28, 2005.

Guest on “The Glenn Mitchell Show,” Dallas-based National Public Radio talk show. Aug. 22, 2005.

Guest on “The Mike Pintek Show,” Pittsburgh-based CBS radio show, Sept. 22, 2005.

Interviewed by C-Span’s BookTV, Aug. 11, 2006.

Guest on “PM Buffalo,” WKBW TV (ABC affiliate), Buffalo, Sept. 1, 2006.

Interviewed by Canadian Press, January 2007.

Guest on “Late Night Live,” radio show produced by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Mar. 22, 2007.
Professional Service:

• Reader, Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography

• Reader, Para•Doxa

• Reader, Routledge
Professional Memberships:

Member of the Modern Language Association

Member of the American Studies Association

Member of the Popular Culture Association

Member of the Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities
1   


